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report. 



The select COMMITTEE appoHlted to inquire into the state 
of the Roads from Holyhead to London ; into the Regulations for 
the conveyance of His Majesty’s Mail between London and 
Dublin ; and also into all Orders and Regulations concerning the 
Packets’ sailing from the Port of DubUn, for the conveyance of 
Passengers, Goods, and Merchandize to England wA Wales; and 
to report the same, with their Observations and Opinion thereupon, 
from time to time, to The House;— and to whom the several Reports 
were referred, which, upon the 26 th day of March and the 9th day 
of June 1810, and upon the 30th day of May 1 8 1 1 , were made from 
the Committees appointed to inquire into the state of the Roads 
from Shrembury to Holyhead ; and the Report which, upon the 
8th day of June l8ll, was made from the Committee appointed 
to inquire into the expediency of the Exemption from Toll granted 
to Mail Coaches in Great Britain ; and also the Report which, 
upon the 2Sth day of June l8i3, was made from the Select 
Committee to whom the several Accounts and Papers presented 
to the House in 1811 and 1812, relating to the Public Income 
and Expenditure of Ireland, were referred Have, pursuant to 
the Orders of The House, inquired into the Matters to them 
referred, and have agreed to the following REPORT: 



ATOUR Committee have confined their inquiry to the state of the 
X Road from London to Holyhead, and make it the subject of a 
separate Report, in consequence of the late period of the Session; and o 
the urgent necessity of some immediate effort to repair and improve that 
part of it which runs through North Wales. 

The whole of this part of the Road is in the worst possible condition ; 
it is exceedingly narrow (in some places but scarcely wide enough to 
admit two carriages to pass); and “ it is earned unneces.sarily over many 
hills, the ascents and descents of which are often one foot m height to 
fourteen in length, one m ten, one m eight, and even one m seven ^ 

Besides, many parts of it are very dangerous to travellers; for where it is 
most narrow and most steep, and the most interrupted by sharp turns, it 

Tsses along the side of preapices many hundred feet ugh, and without any 

Sher protemion to carriiges Ln small walls built of loose stones, or very 
low and narrow banks of eavthf . 



According to the Estimate of Mr. Fulton, who was recently employed 
by the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury to survey this 
Iliad it appears that the sum necessary to put it into repaii (without 
nmkiim any improvement by deviations from the present hue, or lowenng 
any of tlm hills) is 46,540 (. I8s. 7d.;a circumstance which most forcibly 
explains how excessively bad the present condition of this Road must bc^^ 



+ Mr. Akers' Evi- 
dence, Api)' p. Im- 
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4 REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE 

The sum requisite, according to another Estimate of Mr. Fulto?i 
for improving this Road, as well as repairing it, so as to render it as 
perfect as the form of the Country through which it passes will admit 
without incurring an extravagant expenditure, exceeds this sum of 
46,540Z. 18s. 7d. by the sum of 32,442?. Is. Your Committee are of 
opinion that it is expedient that whatever expense may he thought advisable 
to be incurred, should be applied on the principle of improving the Road, 
as well as of repairing it, in preference to that of only repairing it. They 
also think that those parts which are the most dangerous and the most 
steep should be first improved : The sum necessary for this purpose, be- 
tween SJirewsbury and Bangor Ferry, is 14,916/. 5 s. 8d *. 

In respect to that part of the Road which crosses the Island of Anglesea, 
all the information which has come before Your Committee, goes to .show 
that no attempt should be made to improve the present line, but that it 
will be better economy, and more to the public advantage, to make a 
, new line, according to the advice of Mr. Telford f-, who was employed in 
1810 by the Lords Coumiissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury to sur\^ey 
the whole line from. Shrewsbury to Holyhead. The line laid out by 
him across Anglesea is two miles 1,556 yards shorter than the nresent line 
and has no greater ascent upon it than that of one foot in height in thirty 
of length. Mr. Fulton’s Estimate for improving the present Road is 
24,647/. I4s. 6id. — Mr. Telford’s Estimate for making the new Road, 
including the expense of an embankment across Lady Stanly’s lands, is 
63,114/. 

Your Committee agree in opinion with the former Committee, whicli 
was appointed in 1811 to inquire into the state of the Road from Shrews- 
bury to Holyhead, — “ That the Funds arising from the Turnpike Tolls 
“ are entirely inadequate for the purpose of keeping it even in tolerable 
“ repair;|;:” This being the case, the only resources by which this Road 
can be improved are, either additional Tolls, or Grants of public money. 

With a view to diminish the claim on public aid, as much as it is prac- 
ticable, by providing local funds, Your Committee recommend that the 
following Duties and Tolls be levied on all travellers from and to 
Holyhead across Anglesea, to be applied towards making the new pro- 
posed Road ; viz. 



On each inside Passenger by any Stage or Mail s. d. 

Coach leaving Holyhead - - - - - 2, 6. 

On each outside Passenger - - - - - 1. 0. 

On every pair of Post-horses going from Holyhead 
to Gwendu, or from Gwendu to Holyhead, a Duty 
of - 5. 0. 



They recommend the following Tolls and Duties to be levied and 
applied towards improving the Road from Bangor Ferry to Shrewsbury ; 
viz. 

On each inside Passenger by any Stage or Mail Coach s. d. 
leaving Shrewsbury for Holyhead - - - 2. 6. 

On each outside - - ditto - - - - -1.0. 

On each pair of Post-horses leaving Bangor Ferry for 

Capel Cerrig, or Capel Cerrig for Bangor Ferry - 5. 0. 

As the produce of these Tolls will fall very far short of the sum which 
is necessary to complete the improvement of the Road, and as this im- 
provement is not for local purposes, but for a great general and political 
benefit; Your Committee beg leave to observe, that the application of 

pul^lic 
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public money in aid of tbe.se Tolls, will not be a departure from that 
princif^, which the Committee of finance has laid down as the proper' 
principle, under which Grants of public money of this sort ought to be 
regulated 

The great and paramount duties of Legislation ; the necessity of 
making applications and appeals from Ireland to .the English Courts of 
Law, in an infinite number of cases where the rights of property are in 
dispute or under settlement ; the carrying on of a trade exceeding twenty 
millions in annual value between England and Ireland ; the extension of 
family connections between the inhabitants of both Countries ; the gene- 
ral and beneficial practice among the better classes in Ireland of educat- 
ing their children in England; and the speedy conveyance of the corres- 
pondence of the United Kingdom, are political objects of such great 
public consideration, as, in the opinion of Your Committee, fully to justity 
the most liberal aid being granted by Parliament, with a view of ovei- 
coming the obstructions to the attaining of them, which the present state 
of the Welsh Road interposes. 



*3otIi Report 
C'c.of Finance oti 
Highland Roads. 



Your Committee have examined Mr. Fulton, and Mr. Akers (an In- 
spector of Mail Coaches) concerning the state of the Road from Bangor 
to Chester, and find it is capable of great improvement, as this Road is 
a part of one of the principal roads from London to Holyhead, and forms 
the shortest line of communication between Holyhead and Liverpool, and 
all the northern parts of England, with which the merchants of Ireland 
carry on a very extensive trade ; your Committee recommend tha la Fund 
should be provided by Tolls, to be applied specially to the purposes of tliis 
improvement. 

In respect to the English part of the Road from London to Holyhead, 
Your Committee are of opinion, that the line through Coventry and Bir- 
mingham and Shrewsbury, is the shortest and the best. It appears that 
the whole of it is in good repair, and free from ste^p bills, except in the 
following instances : 

1st. — Between Hocldiffe and Fenny Stratford : 

2d. — Between Stony Sti*atford and Dunchurch : 

3 d. — Between Wolverhampton and Shiffnail. 

Your Committee therefore recommend, that a Fund should be formed for 
improving each of these parts of theRoad,byTolls, to the following amount; 
to be levied at some turnpike gate already established on each of these 
three parts ; viz. 



On each Horse drawing any Stage or Mail Coach - 9 . 

On each Horse drawing any other Carriage on 
springs - - - - ~ - -12. 

‘On each Horse drawing any Stage Waggon- - 3 . 

On each Horse drawing any Cart - - - 1 . 



Your Committee beg leave further to recommend, that Commissioners 
should be appointed by Parliament to collect and apply the several 
before-mentioned Tolls and Duties, and also to receive and apply any 
public money that may be granted to the improvement of these Roads, 
and to have similar powers to those possessed by the Commissioners of 
Highland Roads, and be enabled to examine into the state and conduct 
of the Commissioners of the several Turnpike Trusts on the Road from 
London to Holyhead. 

363. B Your 
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Yonr Committee forbear to enter into any particulars to show what 
will be the beneficial effect of pursuing the course they have here advised 
to be adopted, because they conceive it must be obvious to every one who 
pays attention to their statement, and the authorities on which it rests. 
They will only add, that they do not conceive it possible that the expen- 
diture of a sum of public money to the amount required, could be applied 
4n any way which would produce a greater degree of accommodation to 
individuals, or a greater extent of practical political advantage to the 
Public at large, than the expenditure of this sum will produce, by removing 
■those difficulties which now exist to interrupt the easy and expeditious 
^communication between England and Ireland. 

6 June 1815. 



MINUTES 
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Appendix, No. 1 . 

minutes of evidence. 



'f raocis Freeling, Esquire 
Mr. T. Hasker 



p. 7 Mr. Hamilton Fulton 
p. ib. Mr. William Akers 



p. S 

p. It 



j^ariiSi 23” die Maii 1815* 

Sir Henry Parnell, Bart, in the Chair. 

Francis Freeling, Esquire, Secretary to the Post Office, called in, and Examined. 

C AN you give any information upon the present state of the Road from cling, Eiq. 

Holyhead to Slirewsbury ?— I think it is nearly in the same state as when I i 

^resented mvself to the Committee two years ago ; it is known to the Committee 
^ that elaborate surveys had been made both upon the Chester and the Shrewsbury 

not that Koad, generally speaking, in a bad and dangerous state '—It has been 
reported so to me on various occasions. 

Is much to be done to make the Road even safe?— I am told there is great 
insecurity on some part of the Road, especially near Capel Ceirig. 

Is the Road, from the reports to which you allude, capable of great improvement r 
I — I believe it is. 



Mr, T. Hasker, Surveyor and Superintendent of Mail Coaches, called in, 
and Examined. 



ARE YOU acquainted with the Road between Holyhead and Shrewsbury?— 
I have passed over the Road two or three times, when the Coach was first established 
on that Road, but not since. , , o. 

Has it come to your knowledge, as Inspector of Mail Coaches, what the present 
-state of that Road is ?— I think no better that it was at than time. 

Was it not then in a very bad and dangerous state ?— In several places there were 

precipices and dangerous spots. r. u . ♦ 1 W 

Did you consider it by any means a safe Road for a Mail Coach to travel by 
night? — I remember pointing out at that time, that there were some dangerous 
places that were not safe for travelling by night. 



S 



Sabbali, 
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Sabbati, 27“ die 1815. , 

Sir Henry Parnell, Bart, in the Chair. 

Mr. Hamillon Fulton, called in, and Examined. 

Mr.il Falton- 'YOV were employed in making a Survey of the Mail Road from Holyhead to 

..... ^ Shrewsiiury and from Llandcgai to Chester? — In iSto I made Surveys of different 

parts of tho.^ R(?ads for Mr. Telford ; and in 1813 1 made a Survey of the whole for 
tlie General Post-Office. 

, Ul\dcf...u^}at instructions did. j’ou act?— The instructions I bad from the Post- 
Otliee were, to pay attention to the present Road, and make an estimate of the ex» 
pe^«c8.t^t ,\^Vild-put it in A, proper state of repair, lu oi'der to embrace every thing, 

I made two estimates ; one to put a sufficient quantity of materials upon the Road as 
it now exists, .with all its defects of inclination and narrowness; the other, to widen it 
to thirty feet to ease the inclinations, e.scept in two or three places, to about one in 
twquty. , Of. tlT|?^,tbirty.teetwvide, I propose that eighteen feet should be covered with 
broken stone and.gravel, the remaining tw elve feet, for a summer Road on one side. 

\yiiai is the general, cliaracter,. of the Road across- Anglesea? — It is very bad; I 
think the greatest part.gf k would require nine inches of materials put upon it, to put 
it.into a\good state. ... , . 

How is it with respect to hills ?— My largest estimate haseased all the pulls except 
Penitiynydd Hill. 

What sum would it require to repair this Road ? — I think my estimate comes to 
about 24,6474 )4,t. bd. in the whole Island, the repairing, widening, and making 
such alterations as will ease the pulls. Of this sum there is 7,560/. for rock-cutting. > 

Is that your smallest or your largest estimate? — ^’Ihe largest; the smallest is 
12 ^ 534 . 7 ^- Zld. ’ . . . 

That extends only to the repair of the Road, w itlrout any alteration as to the rise 
of the hills ? — Yes, putting a sufficient quantity of materials upon it. 

In your estimate for 24,647/. do you provide for altering the road as well as re« 
pairing and levelling it? — Tliere is an alteration proposed cwi the west side ot' 
Llangefne, another at Caipt, and a third opposite the Paoton Arms. 

Do you know the amount of Mr. Teltbnl's estimate for making anew line of 
.Road across the Isle of Anglesea? — Yes, it is (>3,114/. that is for the Road carried 1 
across Lady Stanley’s lands : by tliis line of road, there are tliree miles saved ; the other, , 
by Four Mile Bridge, amounts to 48,896/. and there is about one mHe and a half 
saved. 

You mean by the saving of distance across the w hole of the Island ? — Yes. 

Would that line save a good deal of hill? — By Mr. Telford’s plan, tlie steepest 
inclination is one in thirty. 

.Do you know how much lower tlie liighes.t point of the New Road would be, than 
the highest point of tlie present?— It is one hundred and sixty feet lower. 

Mw>t ncft the New Road as laid out by Mr. Telford, be made at a smaller expense, 
by reducing it from forty feet to thirty ?--In a flat country the difference of expense 
wouM be trifling ; in sidling ground, the saving w ould. be very conriderable ; and in the 
embankments, if ihey were fo lie ten feet narrower, the saving would t*e very coo- 
taderabie ; but Mr. Telford has confined himself to diirty feet in rock-cutting, which is 
the most expensive. 

Would not a Road of twenty feet be sufficient in rock-cutting, smd mthe most 
•expensive parts of your plan? — I have adopted that in tny estimate 5 niy object hi 
making the Hoad tliii ty feet wide, is -Dot tiie accommodation of the Pablic altogether, 
but to provide for a summer Road, wherebv the materials may be saved in summer. 

In many cases of rock-cutting, do you nut think, from the shortness of the extent 
of rock, it might be still further reduced than twenty feet? — No; I would not re- 
commend it to be less than twenty feet in any situation. 

Would not a less width than twenty feet allow of carriages passing? — It would 
allow carriages; but a couple ot waggons passing would occupy sixteen feet of the 
Road, and the men walking by the sides of the waggons would require some extra 
space* 

D© 
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Do yon think that the omitting to cut in such places where the rocks are of short Mr. II. FuUm. 
extent, would make any great difference in the expense ? — As rock-cutting is very 
expensive, I have not recommended it but wlrere I conceived it absolutely necessary. 

Wliut is the state of the Road from Bangor Ferry to Capel Cerrig, in regard to 
repair and ascents?— It is generally bad in regard to repair; but in regard to the 
ascents, there are none of any great consequence, except betw een Bangor Ferry and 
Eangor Town, and in approaching to the Ogwin Lake. _ _ 

VV'hat sum would be required, upon your lowest principle of estimate, to repair 
that Road?— 6 . 2 . 57 ?. ^ 7 ^'- ; that is merely putting materials and a top-dressmg. 

What would' it require to improve the Road, lowering the bills, and making it 
shorter? — 10,198/. 12«. 5i£/. ; tliat includes an entire new line of Road from Bangtw 
Ferry to Bangor Town. . , , , ,, 

How would you deviate from the present Road r — Northwards, over a hollow 
considerably north of the present Road. 

ShoukI you pass by the sear— No ; from the Inn-door towards a copse wood to 
; the north of the present Road. , , , , . , 

Is the purchase of land included in this r— Yes, there is some land which must 
■- be purchased. ^ • 

AVhat is. the state of the Road from Capel Cerrig to Cermoge?— -It is gene- 
rally bad. ' . » , , ,1 • 

Is it dangerous and unsafe for loaded carnages.'' — I do not recollect any that is 
very dancrerons there ; the most dangerous part on the whole Road is in the last 
-.division, .as you approach to the Lake Ogwin; where there was any apparent danger, 

I have provided in my Estimate for building parapets of masonry. 

In what respect is the Hoad dangerous coming up to I^e Ogwin?— As I hare 
atated-in my report, owing to the. coach passengers (who generally walk up the lull) 
and they amuse themselves by tumbling the parapet wall down the hill. 

Did not a part of that Road slip down ?— Not to my knowledge ; but I think it 
Tcry. likely might; the breast-work was in a very bad state when I was there. 

-What sum would it require to repair the Road from Capel Cerrig to Cernioge, in 
its present form?— 7,109/. n^- . . . 

What sum would it require to improve the line, as well as to repair it?— 

10,696/. i8,v. !</. , . .u 

In estiinadng the: expense of th& improvements, do you propose to continue the 
present line of Road from the River Conway to Cernioge? — Yes; I adopted tl:w 

• present line of Road all the way from Capel Cerrig to Cernioge ; but reduce the 

• heights and fill all the hollows, that there will be no inclination greater than one 

foot in twenty. ... . . , • . .1 ' 

You <JO up from the river Conway in front of the precipice, according to the 
present Tine of Road up Dinas Hill?— Yes; 1 mean to reduce the heights and fill 
up the hollows upon that ascent, so that no part of it will exceed one in twenty, 
and a great deal much less ; it would have been too extensive an improvement for 
my instructions to alter the line. 

Mr. Telford in his plan avoided this hill, and took an entirely new hue, did 
Did'he by that avoidDmas Hill? — No, he must go up that Hill, but he reduced 

the inclination to one in thirtv; it is impossible to avoid Dinas-Hill. 

What is the present rate of ascent on the steepest part of Dinas HiU?— home ot 
( it is as steep as one in seven, and one in six and a half. -n t 1 

Is not the steepest part over the predpice?— The steepest partis near iont Llayant, 
and the new public house built by Mr. Humphries ; some part of the cutting ivill be 

; ten feet deep. _ 

What is the state of the road from Kyvmogu to Corwen, with respect to repair 
and hills ?— From Kyvniogu to Cerig y Druidion, the inclinations are very easy and 
the Road is pretty good ; a great part has been made upon peat moss ; and the traf- 
fick has not injured it to the same extent ; from Cerig y Druidion to Corwen tlie 
inclinations are steep in several places. r - 0,0 ; 

Atwhatdoyouestimatethe repair oftbisRoad,initspresentform.-— 5, So?/- i 5 - 5 i- 
At what do you estimate the improvement of it, as well as the repair? In tha 
.division there is a very considerable deviation from the Bridge of Gairw to the Druid 
Sun; I estimate it at 9,7.50 /. 7 ^. lOft/. ^ 

In what state is the Road between Corwen and Llangollen .'•—There are some 
«teep inclinations upon that line, but no very great obstacle until you get to Hbysiiog 

. 363. C H.11; 
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Hill; with regard to the repair from Corwen tothe top of llhysgog Hill, which Is as tc 

> J far as the Corwen District extends, is the worst in the whole line from Holyhead to * 

Shrewsbury ; at least I found it so at the time I was upon it. 

At what do you estimate the expense of the repair of that line ? — 4,522/. 95, p 

How much do you estimate the improveuient as well as the repair r — With an 
■improvement upon llhysgog Hill, the whole amounts to 7,604/. i8^. I 

What is the state of the Road from Llangollen to Oswestry ? — From Llangollen ii 

'to Politeysylte Bridge, at the time I made the survey, the Road was in a pretty v 

goed state of repair ; from Ponteysylte Bridge to CJobowen, it was in a very bad state, 1 

but that might probably be owing to its having just been taken from the hands 1 

' of a person who had contracted to keep it in repair, and had not done justice to it ; 
from Gobowen to Oswestry it was in a pretty good state. ^ 

At what do you estimate the expense of repairing this line of Road ?~ 

4.658 A I2<t. 5i d. 

Ifow much would it require to improve as it well as to repair it? — 8,093 /. 1 1 8^ d. -< 

. that Includes tiii ' alteration from Ponteysylte Aqueduct to the Vallsy of Chirk, an 
enlira neit' line of Road going almost parallel to the Canal. < 

What is the state of the Road from Oswestry to NesselilF? — It was in very | 
excellent state when I saw it; it was the best division upon the whole line j • ] 
' by far.' • ■ ! ] 

Ate ady repairs Wanting upon it ? — Yes. j ] 

What would be the expense of repairing that ? — 2,747/. gs. nfol. 1 ; 

At 'what do you estimate the improvements together with the repaira ? — 

3,802;. 4s. yi'd. 

What is the state of' the Road from Nessclilf to Shrewsbury ? — A part of it was , 
in pretty good repair ; but approaching Shrewsbury it was in very iiidilTerent 1 
order.' ' ' i 

' At what do you estimate the repairs upon it? — 2,713/. 155. 7id. | 

At what do you estimate the improvements and repairs f — 4,03 1 i. ijs. \ d. > 

What is the total of your Estimate for merely re[)airing the Road in its present form i 
from Bangor Ferry to Shrewsbury ? — ^46,540/. igs. 7 d. 

What is the total of your Estimate for improving as well as repairing the Road j 
from Bangor Ferfy to Shrewsbury ? — 54,179/. 105. 7id. j 

W’’ere you employed toniake a survey of tiie line from Liandegai to Chester — 

I was. 

What is the sum at which you have estimated the expense of repairs of the 
Road in its present form from Liandegai to Conway? — 5,960/. 2s- aid. that 
includes building a small bridge and putting in covered drains. 

At how much do you estimate the repair's and improvements ? — In the Plan and 
Estimate given in, there are two or three lines shewn as you approach Conway : 
each of those has a different Estimate, but the principal object of them is totally 
to avoid the immense hillof Sychuient, 

What is your Estimate for the line that will avoid that hill ? — They are all to avoid 
- that hill. 

The line most approveil by you passes by Pendyffryn? — It does; I approved of 
that, because it required the shortest length of new road, and because Captain Smith 
gave me permission to make a survey past his house; without which, I could not 
have attempted it. 

What is the expense of tire wliole line from Liandegai to Conway, according to 
;-this Plan?— 41,412/. is^ %Qd. 

That is the plan, making the greatest improvement upon that line ? — Yes. 

What would he the gi’eatest ascent upon this plan?— From the present Road ' 
to Pendyffryn, the descent is easy from theitce to Conway it is nearly level. 

What increase of distance would there be ? — They are as nearly equal as possible ; 
there is but a furlong difference in 4 he distance ; it would save greatly in point of 
time. 

iVhat is the state of repair of the Road from Conway to Abergelcy ?— It is in 
pretty good repair ; it is comparatively better than many of the stages of the other 
line; it will alt require something to be done to it. 

At what do you estimate the repairs of it, in its present form ? — 5,223/. os. $d. 

Does that include widening? — That is merely repairing it. 

At what do you estimate the improvements as well as repairs ? — There arc two 
very extensive deviations upon that division, which makes the estimate amount 
• to 
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to ^o,221 1 . 4^. ; there is one of the deviations that is not absolutely iirccssary> ^ M 
although it would be an iinprovemcnt ; that is. going 14) the valley trom the leny. 

Why do you propose that ?~lt shortens the distmice, and .would make it a coin- 
nletelv flat Road, while the present is an undulating one. . . , 

What is the nature of tiie second deviation ?— It is to ovewome, Penmua Rhoss 
Hill • there has been a considerable sum laid out in endeavouring to lessen the 
inclination of that hill, and as that expense had been ificuty^d, l|baogUt it was as 
well to adopt the improvement as far as it had gono; my proposedi line passes about 
half way between the summit of Mr. Telford’s line and the euinpm of the present 

Wliat is the present state of tlie Road 'fixitn Abergeley .to 3 t-. Asaph ?— It aH 
wants something done to it, and it is very hilly. _ _■ . ' .i . • • ' 

At what do you estimate the repairs of that, in its present fom.?^ 3 , 075/, i8/. 7 <i 
At what do you estimate the improvements and repairs ?- -I '.l^ave iwoposed an 
entire new line of Road from Abergeley to St. Asaph. ^ ' r ai_ i 

Explain your reason for doing so, and the nature of it.?^^ town -of Abei^ley 
stands about tl.irly feet above the level of the sea, and the Bridge of St. Asaph about 
40 feet- andaUhomHitbeeoimtiy is a jicrfect flat between the^vvo towns, the Road 
• has been made to ascend in an irregular manner to the height of 39,2 feet above 
hi'di water mark, and descend in the same irregular manner to St. Asaph ^ the whole 
line does not present so llagrant“an instance of an ill-conducted Road as this |? ; the 
line laid down on the plan is shorter by above five lurlongs and almost on a perfect 
level the whole way; another inducement for recommending this hue ts, that one 
half of it is at present a Road sufficiently wide and in tolerable repair. 

What is the expense at which you have estimated tins new line?— ,7,328 

^■^Wha/is the state of the Road between St. Asaph and Holywell?- It all wanU 

repairing. ..... o ? ^ 

At what do you estimate the repairs of itr — 3 «- 5 «- 
\t what do you estimate the iinprovements as well as repairs? — 9,o40<. 1 1#. e id. 
That includes an extensive improvement on Rliialt Hill, and an extensive improvement 

approaching to Ilolyacll. , xt , a t. '.i 

What is the state of the Road between Holywell and ISiorthopof— It all wants 

At™hat do you estimate the repairs?— 2,405 I- 7 J- 5 <I- I Im™ proposed an entire^ 
new line from Holywell to Northop. 

Atwhatdo you estimate these improvements?— 10,033/. 19.9.— fd. 

What are your objects in making this new line? — From the town ot Holywell R 
ascends in an irregular manner 366 feet, or less than two miles, and descends 345 
feet ill the same irregular manner to Northop; the inclinations on the new line do 

not exceed 1 in 66 . _ xt .1 . 

What is the state of the Road from Northop to Chester ?— From Northop to 
Hawarden, or further on than Hawarden, it was in a very bad state when I was on 
it ; from that part to Chester it was extremely good: there is an immense carriage 
upon this part of live Road. , . „ a 1 , 

At what do you estimate the repairs upon this Road ?— 7=931 «• ” _ 

At what do you estimate the improvemeute as well as repairs ? — 9 > 355 o “s. 2^d. 
What is the nature of the improvement? — There has no other improvement 
taken place upon that division, except widening it. and filling up sorne of the 
hollows ; I found it would be impossible, without taking an entirely new line from 
Northop to very near Chester, to improve Hawarden Hill; a very good line might 
be got by following the streams down Sir Stephen Glyns property; the only great 
obstacle is in descending from the town of Hawarden. r t> j 

What is the total of your Estimate of the expense of repairs on the line ot Road 
from Llandegai to Chester?— 28,734^' loj//. . 

What is the total Estimate of expense of the improvements as well as repairs/— 

68,200/. 17^. 8|i/. . ( A 

Do YOU conceive it possible that the repairs necessary upon these lines ot Road 
can be made bv the tolls collected at the different gales ?— Certainly i 

conceive, if the Roads were once put in a good state, the toils hereafter might keep 

Have examined the distance of the several lines of Road from^Londmi^to 
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Mr. II- Fulton. Shrewsbury? — I have from the map and itinerary; where any of the towns were I 

xy- • — ^ very far out (rf the line/ 1 then measured upon the map the distance from one town to * 

another. 

What is the distance from London to Shrewsbury, by Coventry, Birmin^fhan], 
Dudley and Colebrook Dale: — One hundred and fifty-four miles and a quarter; this 
would r-eijuire anew Road from Dudley to Colebrook Dale. 

What- would be the distance from London to Shrewsbury, by Towcester, Southern, 

W arwick and Birmingham r — The same as the last one Imndred and fifty-four and a 
•quarter; tiiis will re<)uire a new line of Road from Towcester to Southam about 
nineteen miles ; the Road should not go through Daventry, that forms a very great 
bend between Towcester and Southam. 

What is the distance from London by way of Aylesburv, Stratford on Avon, 
Stourbridge and Colebrook Dale? — One hundred and fifty-four miles and a half. 

How much 4iew Road would that require?— It would requiie a new Road from 
Henley in Arden to Stourbridge, and a‘ ne-w Road from Stourbridge to Colebrook ' 
Dale. 

How many <01168 of new Road ? — Forty miles ; if an entire new line of Road was 
made, there might be no necessity for passing through the towns of Aylesbury, 
Winslow, Buckingliam, Banbury and Stratford on Avon ; by avoiding these towns, the i 
Road would be shortened. 

What is the distai>ce fiom London to Sbrewsbui^- by Coventry, Birmingham and 
Wdverhampton? — One hundred and fifty-four miles. I 

Is not -the stage between Wolverbanipton and Shiffnall, tin bad repair, and very 
hilly? — It was in very bad repair wlton 1 saw it last, and there is a very steep hiii 
■rising loTettenhaU. 

Is it capable of much improvement, in your opinion?— think it is possible to 
avoid the hill altogether. i 

And to repair the Road?- -Yes; they have very good materials, and I have been ' 
informed their funds are in a verv good state. 

Is not the line of Road between Dunchurch and Stoney Stratford capable of con- ' 
siderablo improvement? — 1 have no doubt at .all that the steep inciinatious might be 
avoided. 



Jovis, i* die Jiiml, 1B15. 

6ir Heney-Parnell, Bart, in the Chair. 



Mr. JVilliam Akers called in, and Examined. 

Mr.W. Aktrt. 'WHAT office do you hold in the Post-Office? — Assistant to Mr. Hasker. 

* Are you acquainted with the state of the Mail Coach Roads in North Wales? — 

Yes, very well. 

^V'hat is the state of the Road from Holyhead to Shrewsbury, with regard to tlie 
repair of it ? — In a very l)ad state of repair, and very narrow in some parts. 

Do you conceive the tolls collected bv the several- trusts adequate to put that Road 
in a state of repair? — They are not sufficient. 

Are not several parts of the Road very dangerous for a Coach travelling by night? — 
Extremely so, more so thmi any Hoad I ever saw that a Mail Coach travels over. 

Mention some of tfiosc parts, and the nature of the danger? — Several places be- 
tween Bangor and Capel Cerrig, there are a number of dangerous precipices without 
fence, exclusive of various hills that want taking down ; Betwyn is a very bad place, 
and-Ogwin Pool is also a- very bad place; from Capel Cerrig to llhydlanfair there 
are a number of hills and dangerous precipices unfenced, besides the Road itself 
being out of repair and very narrow, not more than twelve feet clear. At Ogwiu 
fiool there is a very dangerous place where tlie water runs Over tlie road, it is ex- 
tremely 
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tifinely dangerous to paes at flooded times, then there is Dinas Hill wants a sWe ^ Mr. W . Akm. 
fence against a deep precipice ; the present leiice is mere loose stone, which will not '' 
protect a carriage from rolling down a steep precipice. 1 he width of the Road is 
oot above twelve feet on tlie steepest part of the lull ; two carriages canriot pass there 
without the greatest danger; my opinion is that carriages pass thei'e with the greatest 
danger to the passengers even in tlie day-time, much more so in tlie night, and the 
coaches all pass there in ilje night, which increases tlie danger materially: l>etween 
this hilland Rhyddlanfair tliere are anumber of dangerous precipices, steep hills, and 
dangerous narrow turnings; from Rhyddlanfair to Kenioge Tllawr, that road is in a bad 
state of repair, deep ruts, very hilly, and also wants side fences. 

From Kenioge Mawr to Corw'en the road is in a bad state of repair, is very hilly, 
narrow, and also .wants side-fences. 

I’roni Corwen to Llanagollen the Road is very narrow', much out of repair, hilly, 
and wants side-fences, particularly along ilisegng Hill; is very long and ^tcep, has no 
side-fence, except about a foot and a half of mould or dirt, which is ttirown up 
to prevent a carnage falling down three or tour hundred feet to the river Dee. 

From Llangollen to Oswestry the Road wonts repairs, the hills taking down and 
side-fences made against a number of deep precipices. The Road in and out of 
the valley of Chirk is in a bad slate of repair, a very steep hill and narrow 
turning. 

From Oswestry to Nfesdiftb the Road is tolerably ^od ^ and from NessclifFe 
Shrewsbury, it wants repairs and is very narrow. 

In vour experience in Mail Coach business, do you not conceive it to be surprising 
that very dangerous accidents do not frequently occur upoti this Hoad r— Previous 
to the Mail Coach starling, I expected more difficulty and accidents continually hap- 
pening ; I did not think it would have run a year, from the bad state of tlie Road, and 
other difficulties as reported. 

Have not a great mai>y accidents happened to the iSIail and Stage Coaches on that 
Road'— Stage Coaches have been frequently overturned and broke dovrn from the 
badness of tlie Road as well as the narrowness of it. The Mails have been overturned 
in consequence of the bad Road, and the narrowness of it. 

Is it not very probable that some bad accident may happen on every journey, not- 
withstanding all the care and skill of drivers, from the dangerous state of the Road ? — 

1 do think Ui«-e is a great deal of danger, and I wonder more accidents have not 
happened than really have ; I am certain a deal of skill is necessary in the coachman ; 
exclusive of which, the men are trained to it from their childhood ; I am clear that 
the most skilful about London would sooner lose their bread than drive in that 
dangerous country. 

I have had men down there from these parts who have decliiwd the service, in 
consequence of the dangerous bad Roads. To shew how bad the Road is through 
"tt'ales, Mr. Willan, tlie Proprietor of the Post Coaches, is exposed to a deal of 
expense in the wear and tear in consequence of tlie bad state of the Hoad, notwith- 
standing he charges a penny per mile more than for the Mail Coach rate. 

Have you examined the Hoad from Bangor to Chester? — Yes, I have. 

What is the state of that Road ? — There are a good many repairs wanting upon 
that Road ; a deal of side-fence is wanting on the side of the Road against deep 
precipices, and a number of hills want taking down ; Raihthill is not only very steep 
but in excessive bad repair, and wants a side-fence, as before stated. It is in so bad 
a state that six horses in the Mail Coach were stuck fast from the depth of the dirt 
in the Road. 

If the Road from I lolyhead to Shrewsbury was put in a good state of repair, and 
some of Ihe principal iiilis avoided or lowered, at what increased rate might the Mail 
Coach conveniently travel beyond what it does at present ?— I think we could make 
as much speed there as in any oilier part of the kingdom. 

What is the state of the Road between Birmingham and Shrewsbury r— It wants a 
great deal of repair ; there is a tleal of nasty sandy Road and a great deal of 
neglect upon it between Shift’nall and Wolverhampton ; a deal of that road is parti- 
cu?arly bad, very sandy and neglected ; it is callable of much improvement ; materials 
migljt be had at a moderate expense between Shiffiiall and Shrensbury; several hills 
alight betaken down. 

Is tile b oad from Holyhead to Shrewsbury, generally speaking, improving or getting 
I'orse under the management of the Turnpike Commissioners?— It is certainly 
getiing worse. 

3b3. D 
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Mr. W. Akers. Has tl)€ 'Post Office taken any steps to make them improve it: — Yes, they have 

^ made a deal of application, and the answer is, that they have not money to go on 

with. 

Have you turned vour attention to the line of Road from London to Shrewsbury, 
through Aylesbury and Stratfoid on Avon? — I have not only tlirough Aylesbury and 
Stratford upon Avon, but through Aylesbury and Warwick to Birmingham, &c. 
But I will first speak to the question of the Stratford upon Avon Road. From Lon- 
don to Aylesbury the Road may be called good. From thence to Winslow it is 
very heavy and clayey in winter; they have a strata of very bad soft stone to mend 
the road with. Jt continues nearly the same to Buckingliam, to Brackley and Ban-, 
bury, and as far aS Edge-hill and down that hill, for I never saw so deep a hill 
in my life. From the bottom of that hill the Roads are deep, but it is rather better 
till you arrive at Stratford upon Avon ; from there to Alcester the Road may be 
called good, and so ■to Brotnsgrove. From thence I cannot describe it minutely, but 
it may be called alternately good and bad all the way to Colebrook Dale, through 
Bewdley or Kidderminster and Bridgenorlh. From Colebrook Dale to Shrewsbury 
the Road is as good as most Roads that are parallel with it, and the distance I 
believe is not above three or four miles farther than the nearest way to Shrewsbury, 
but I cannot speak exactly. The other Road I was speaking of is from Edge- 
hill to Warwick, ami Warwick to Birmingham, and then tlie same Road from Bir- 
mingham to Shrew'sbury ; but neither of lhe.se Roads arc fit to travel on. 

Could tl)is line of Hoad from Lonilon through Shrewsbury and Stratford on Avon, 
be much shortened and improved? — It is capable of very great improvement, for it is 
vei'v bad at present, and it might be altered. 

Does any Mail Coach run that line?— Xo, none; we once had a Coach as far as 
Banbury, but the Road below Aylesbury was so bad, we were obliged to give it up. 

Is this line of Road lessor more hilly than the Roads through Oxford and Coventry? 
-'Not more hilly than either of those Roads, except Edge-hiil. 

Which is the l)€st line of Road at present, in point of distance and repair, from 
London to Shrewsbury? — I am a little in doubt, but I think through Coventry, and 
tile next liest through Henley upon Thames, it is round a good many miles in 
comparison. , 

How much shorter k tiie Road through Coventry to Shrewsbury, than it is tlirough 
Oxford ? — I think ten miles. 

Is the Road capable of much improvement between London and Coventry? — 
Yes, a great deal there is a great deal .of sandy Road that wants much improve- 
ment betweea Hockliffc and Fenny Stratford, the ruts are very deep, and the Road 
is made with a very softstone between Stoney Stratford and To'VCesfor, and Towcester 
and Daventry, and in son>e parts is very rniich cut up till you come to Dunchurch. 

Is not part of that Road very hilly?— It is, and 1 tiiink by proper surveys some 
of the hills may be avoided ; the hills at Brickhill might certainly be avoided, by w Inch 
a great deal of .sandy ground would be saved. 



Appendix,- 
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